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Light is shed on York’s Past, Present and Future with Illuminating York Festival
Famous characters from York’s colourful history provide part of the inspiration for this year’s Illuminating York Festival, as the central artwork moves from the Minster to another storeroom of York History, the Castle Museum in the Eye of York.   Cutting edge projections onto the ancient building – scene of nearly 1000 years of justice - will take inspiration from some of York’s more colourful characters such as Dick Turpin or Guy Fawkes as well as lesser known people to create a breath-taking event that is not to be missed.

Following last year’s success with the very first ‘son et lumiere’ on York Minster, the 2011 central piece Envisions is another first for York and Yorkshire. Pushing artistic boundaries still further, Illuminating York 2011 will take a technological leap forward using architectural mapping, and visual illusions projected by more powerful projectors than the Festival has seen to date onto the Castle Museum in the eye of York.   
GaiaNova who brought the tag tool to York’s Roman Multangular Tower in 2009 have teamed up with United VJs, an international group of artists to create a brand new commission inspired by the theme Echoes of the Past.  Envisions will fuse video, images and soundtrack and, using powerful technology, will give onlookers a spectacular experience. 
York’s two thousand years of history will inspire the installation; and every night will bring a slightly different experience as artists mix the images live every night, creating a breath-taking event that can be watched on film but can only be truly experienced live.  New this year too is the invitation to onlookers to upload their video footage to You Tube so that characters from York’s past will live on in the future online.
York’s rich history is also the basis for Contours an artwork by sound artist Karen Monid, while the largest Festival Fringe yet will celebrate York’s status as the most haunted city in Europe and promises torchlit tours and spooky goings on in visitor attractions throughout the city as well as late night opening and a host of special restaurant deals.
Supported by the City of York Council, Visit York, Arts Council England and Welcome to Yorkshire, this year’s festival will celebrate York’s rich heritage using cutting edge technology and once again challenge visitors to see York in a different light.  

Gillian Cruddas, Chief Executive of Visit York today said: ‘Envisions will fuse cutting edge technologies with some of York’s untold history, in a combination of old and new that sums up modern York.  This nationally acclaimed festival breathes light and innovation into York’s historic buildings and offers visitors the chance to see York in a different light.’

Cllr Sonja Crisp, Leisure, Culture and Social Inclusion today said:  ‘Over 60,000 people experienced Illuminating York in 2010 and we are confident that we will see as many again with this year’s mix of cutting edge technology, ghostly tours and a host of fringe events that promise to make this year’s festival the biggest and most spectacular yet.’
Envisions and Contours are also supported by an extensive fringe program offering visitors the opportunity to visit other famous sites at night, as many of York’s iconic visitor attractions open their doors after hours and invite visitors to a series of special performances, light installations and art exhibitions.  

To encourage visitors to make an evening of it, many city centre bars, restaurants and cafes are also offering meal deal offers and discounts.  The 2011 Festival runs from 26-29 October, from 6.30pm-10pm each evening.  There are further details at www.illuminatingyork.org or telephone Visit York Information Centre on 01904 550099
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1. Illuminating York 
· is a cutting edge light based Festival which has been running annually for the last six years. During that time the festival has commissioned major international works for the Minster, Museum Gardens and other historic sites within the city walls. Previously commissioned artists include Patrice Warrener, Paul Kaiser (Open Ended Group), Usman Haque, Ross Ashton, KMA, OMA International, Gaia Nova and Bright White Ltd. Since 2005, the Festival has attracted 100,000 visitors, residents and tourists alike and brought over £10 million into the city.
· Illuminating York is one of York’s biggest annual events,  and over the past 6 years has created specially commissioned digital artworks on several of the city’s historic buildings, including York Minster, The Yorkshire Museum & the Bar Walls to celebrate the city’s unique architecture and history and brings internationally renowned artists to the city centre for thousands to enjoy.  60,000 visitors attended the event in 2010.
· Illuminating York is organized by a steering group which consists of representatives from City of York council, University of York, Visit York, York Museums Trust, Science City York and local York businesses
2. United VJs

United VJs is a group of international artists who specialize in creating and delivering large-scale site specific artworks around the world, using an artform called video projection mapping.  This is an exciting projection artform that can turn almost any surface into a dynamic video display.

United VJ’s are a diverse group of multi-disciplinary talents from around the world.  Seven artists are involved in Illuminating York: VJ Zaz (Portugal), VJ Spetto (Brazil), VJ Sorted (UK), Viktor Vicsek (Hungary), Roger S (Brazil), Helmut Breineder (Austria), Ben Stern (UK)

3. GaiaNova

To realize this project, this international group of artists will be collaborating with UK based video projection design specialists GaiaNova Productions who have been responsible for delivering many large-scale outdoor video art installations around the country.  GaiaNova is led by the artistic, technical & creative London based duo Philip Mayer and Ben Stern.
GaiaNova are responsible for the Production and Co-Artistic Direction, United VJs will be responsible for Artistic Direction and Content Creation

4
Video Mapping

Large scale video mapping art has evolved over the last 5 years as artists have experimented with the creative possibilities of rapidly evolving technology; more powerful projectors, faster computers and software programmers working as artists and as part of artistic projects.
5.
Visit York
· Visit York is supported by Welcome to Yorkshire, City of York Council and tourism businesses. Welcome to Yorkshire is charged with improving the Yorkshire and Humber visitor economy. 
· Visit York’s aim is to market York as a must-see world-class destination to the leisure and business visitor, and ensure investment to develop the quality of tourism in York.  Visit York is responsible for leisure and conference marketing, visitor services (running the city’s Visitor Information Centre), training and developing the tourism product.  
· Visit York is the driving force of the city’s tourism industry.  Key facts: 7.1 million visitors, £443 million total visitor spend, 23,000 jobs       
6. QED – In Kind Supporters
QED Productions will be supplying the projectors.  QED are pioneers and developers of UltraWideScreen Projection Mapping and 3d Projection.  QED is always at the forefront of audio visual presentation technology. 
